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It was the day of the English Test.  
All the students were burying their 
heads in their books, trying to memorise 
as many vocabulary and grammar 
rules as they could at the last 
moment.  In contrast, Jack walked into 
the classroom leisurely and seemed 
not nervous at all.   

Harry, who sat next to Jack, 
asked Jack, “Hey, how‛s your 
preparation for the English 
Test going?”  



Jack gave Harry a puzzled 
look.  “What?  The English 
Test is today?  Isn‛t it next 
week?”

Harry let out a cry.  “What?  
You forgot?  The test next 
week was advanced to today.”



“Oh, really? What should I do?”  
Jack couldn‛t believe that he had 
totally forgotten about the test.  

English had always been his weak 
subject. Jack was not motivated 
to work hard on this. Anything 
about it would be put out of his 
mind. 



Recently, Jack‛s mother had been 
patiently encouraging him to read 
and speak more English every day 
and his English had improved slightly.  
If he got poor results in this test, 
how could he explain it to Mom?  
Jack hurriedly took out his English 
books and notes, but didn‛t know 
where to start.



“You haven‛t prepared?  Well … 
you can just rely on your talent 
then,” Harry teased him.  “Miss 
CHAN‛s test papers are always 
difficult.  I wish you good luck!” 
Harry patted Jack‛s shoulder, 
urging him to start revision 
right away.

Jack thought, “How could I have 
enough time for revision now?  I 
hope I‛m lucky enough to have an 
easier test paper this time.” 



The school bell rang.  The horrible 
English Test was about to start.  
Miss CHAN walked into the 
classroom with the test papers.  
Jack was getting more nervous 
and his heart was beating fast.  
Miss CHAN distributed the test 
papers to the students and said, 
“You may start now.” 



The classroom fell into silence.  
Jack flipped over the test paper 
and found the questions all too 
difficult for him.  Strange English 
words buzzed crazily around him.  
Jack was sweating in panic and 
thought worriedly, “What should 
I do?  I don‛t know how to answer 
any of these questions!” 



Jack was so sure that his anxious 
and demanding mother would be 
very angry if he failed the test. 

 “Even if Mom doesn‛t blame me, 
I still can‛t bear to let her down 
this time,” Jack thought. 



Jack felt totally lost as he went 
on to read the test paper.  He 
stretched his neck to look at Harry 
on his left.   Harry was busy 
answering the questions.  He wrote 
very fast and the scratching of 
his pen on the paper was easily 
heard.   Harry must have been 
very well prepared for the test!  



As time was ticking away, Jack 
decided to attempt the multiple-choice 
questions.  To his disappointment, 
he found them difficult too, and 
could only make wild guesses for 
some of the questions.

All his other classmates seemed 
to know the answers.   Jack 
wondered, “Why does my brain 
go so blank that I can‛t come up 
with anything?”



Suddenly, Jack spotted that 
Maggie, who was sitting on his 
right, had put her answer sheet 
in a position where he could easily 
see the answers.

The idea of cheating struck Jack.  
The strange English words buzzing 
around were trying to talk him into 
cheating, “Come on, don‛t waste 
time!  This is a good chance. Quickly 
copy your classmate‛s answers onto 
your own answer sheet!” 
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Jack felt his heart pumping loud 
and  hard .   “Marks  are  more  
important!  Forget about honesty.”  
The thought of cheating began to 
expand in his mind, just like a devil 
pestering him.  

Looking around, he found that all 
other classmates were so absorbed 
in the test and nobody seemed to 
be aware of what he was doing. 



“Should I take the chance?”  Jack 
was still struggling.  When he looked 
up, he found that Miss CHAN seemed 
to be staring at him!



Miss CHAN suddenly said loudly, 
“Everyone, eyes on your paper 
only!” 

Jack went into a panic.   He 
remembered Miss CHAN once 
warned them not to cheat in tests 
or examinations.  There had been 
students who were issued with a 
“major demerit” or even dismissed 
from school for cheating.
 
Jack had never cheated. What 
would happen if he was caught?  
He could not dare to imagine.



At this moment, Maggie, intentionally 
or not, covered her answer sheet 
with her hand.  “Oh, no!  Did Maggie 
know what I was about to do?”  
Jack was startled.

He had always liked and respected 
Maggie.  She was hardworking and 
also cared about her classmates.  
She once gave Jack a sticker for 
encouragement.  

Jack thought, “I didn‛t work 
hard enough, and I almost cheated 
to get good marks.  Wouldn‛t it 
be unfair to Maggie and other 
classmates?” 



Jack looked at his pencil case 
and saw the lovely puppy sticker 
from Maggie.  

“If I really cheat in the test, 
Maggie will look down on me.”  
Jack took a deep breath and 
braced himself for the rest of 
the test.



“I must stand firm and try 
my best to answer the 
questions.  If I cheat, I‛ll 
be unable to face myself, 
not to mention my parents, 
teachers and classmates!” 
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“Time‛s up!  Pens down!” announced 
Miss CHAN.  Jack frowned and 
stared at his unfinished test paper. 
His mind went blank and his hands 
became stiff and cold.  

Nevertheless, he felt a great relief.
He finally came to realise that holding 
back from cheating had earned him 
a clean conscience. 



When he returned home after 
school, Jack anxiously told his 
mother about the happenings 
today, hoping that she would 
forgive him for not doing well in 
the test.

Mom dressed down Jack for 
forgetting the date of the test, 
but gladly said, “My boy, I am so 
proud of you that you had a good 
conscience and did not take the 
wrong step!  Remember, if you 
cheat to get good results, it‛s 
certainly a disgrace.  Honesty is 
definitely far more important!”
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