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Chinese New Year was coming 
soon.  Jack and his sister Joyce 
had longed for the fun, good food, 
and most importantly, the red 
packets during the festive days!



On the third day of the New Year, 
Dad took Jack, Joyce, and their 
cousin Peter to a party held by the 
company he worked for. 

“When you meet the uncles and 
aunties, remember to greet them 
politely!” said Dad to Jack and Joyce.



Jack nodded.  He had been waiting 
for this New Year party for a long 
time.  Peter, who had just graduated 
and joined the company, told Jack 
that this event was quite a show.  
Apart from delicious food, the 
best part was the chance to get 
many red packets.



“Whoever you met at the party, 
just greet them earnestly by 
saying ‘Kung Hei Fat Choi‛!” Peter 
instructed Jack and Joyce.

“But it‛ll be too rude to say ‘Red 
packets please‛!” Dad added.
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Jack had his own plan for making 
a fortune from the red packets.  
He hoped to receive at least 
$1,000 from the red packets 
this year!  

On the night before the party, 
he calculated that if each red 
packet contained $20, then all he 
had to do was to say “Kung Hei 
Fat Choi” to 50 people and “earn” 
$1,000.



After teasing Jack for doing all 
these calculations like a businessman, 
Mom asked him how he would spend 
the red packet money.  Jack exclaimed 
that he would buy designer sport 
shoes and video games.  

Dad reminded Jack that he already 
had many pairs of shoes and various 
types of video games.  He advised 
Jack to think carefully about what 
he really needed and spend the money 
in a wise way.



Jack did not take Dad‛s advice 
seriously, and then turned to his 
sister. “Joyce, how are you going 
to spend the red packet money?”

“It‛s a secret!  I‛ll save the money 
for one important thing!”  Joyce 
said mysteriously while gently 
touching her cute piggy bank.



When Jack and Joyce got into the 
banquet room for the party, they 
heard the incessant greetings of 
“Kung Hei Fat Choi”.  Dad‛s colleagues 
and other guests gradually came 
up to say hello and greeted them 
“Happy New Year”.  Jack and Joyce 
were happily chanting “Kung Hei 
Fat Choi” and receiving red packets 
in return.  

A while later, their pockets were 
filled with red packets.



Jack quietly stayed away from 
the crowd to count.  He already 
had 20 red packets!  That made 
hundreds of dollars in less than 
30 minutes.  What a good yield!  
Though Jack was pleased, it was 
still far from his target of 
$1,000!



Peter saw Jack counting the red 
packets and said, “You want 
$1,000?  A piece of cake!  Have 
you heard of football gambling?  
Give me your red packets and I 
can help you make a New Year 
fortune!”



“Oh … is it a sure win?”  Jack 
found it really tempting.

 “I am an expert at football 
gambling!  I can easily turn $20 
into $2,000!  With a bit of luck, 
we may win even more!”  said Peter 
with sparkling eyes.



With lots of expectations, 
Jack gave all his red packets 
to Peter.

“Wait for my good news!  I‛ll return 
the money plus the winnings to you 
this evening when I get to your 
place for dinner!”  Before speeding 
off, Peter confidently showed Jack 
a V sign, a gesture for victory.



After returning home, Joyce put 
the red packets away carefully.  
She said excitedly, “Mom, I‛m going 
to use some of the red packet 
money to sponsor one more kid in 
the mountain regions.  

Look!  This is Fanny. Last year we 
started to sponsor her.  She sent 
me a greeting card and a photo. 
She has grown taller than me now!”  
Joyce was smiling from the bottom 
of her heart.



“Each red packet is a blessing to 
you.  It‛s very meaningful to share 
the blessing by helping those in 
need!” Dad praised Joyce and then 
said, “Jack, how about you joining 
the sponsorship scheme too?”



Jack reluctantly said, “I … I gave 
all the red packets to Peter.  
He said he could make a New 
Year fortune for me!”

Knowing that Peter might have 
taken the money to gamble, Dad 
said to Jack, “I always tell you to 
make good use of money and save 
it up. Do you remember?  Have you 
thought of the consequences of 
taking a shortcut to make a quick 
buck?”



The doorbell rang.  Peter entered 
in despair and said, “Sorry, Jack!  
Bad luck!  All the money was lost!  
You‛d better work hard to get 
red packets again!”



Jack was speechless in disappointment.  
Looking at Peter‛s apologetic and 
remorseful face, he could not blame 
his cousin but his own greed.  

He should have learnt from 
Joyce and used the red packet 
money for helping the needy.



After dinner, Joyce excitedly shared 
Fanny‛s card and photo with her 
friends by uploading them to her 
blog on the internet.  Jack couldn‛t 
help feeling his sister‛s joy.  He 
realised that it could feel wonderful 
to use money to help people in need.
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